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suffered from intermittent spasms more than four hours. — Erwin F. 
Smith, Bot. Laboratory, Univ. of Michigan. 

An exchange clnb for Tliallonliytes.— The following official com- 
munication was received too late for the April number. It was sent in 
response to a suggestion by the editors of this journal that the arrange- 
ments being made to establish a botanical exchange club might well be 
extended to include the lower orders of plants, or else a similar but inde- 
pendent organization might be effected for that purpose, greatly to the 
advantage and convenience of many botanists: 

Sirs: I am authorized by the Commissioner of Agriculture to say 
that the same arrangements made with the committee of the A. A. A. S. 
Botanical Club for facilitating exchanges of plants may be extended to 
include the thallophytes. 

I shall take pleasure in carrying out the purposes intended. 

Very respectfully, F. L. Scribner, 

Dept. of Agriculture, Section of Veg. Pathology. 
Washington, D. C, March 31, 1888. 

As the letter shows, Commissioner Colman, with much liberality, im- 
partially extends the facilities of his department to further the interests 
of the several classes of collectors, and Prof. Scribner kindly offers to un- 
dertake the same supervision of the thallophytes that Dr. Vasey gives to 
the higher plants. It now remains w ith the botanists of the country to 
arrange and perfect plans to put the system of exchanges into successful 
operation. 



EDITORIAL. 

The advantages of an organization to facilitate the interchange of 
herbarium specimens are so numerous and so obvious as to require no 
argument. The wisdom of the Botanical Club of the A. A. A. S. in set- 
ting a scheme on foot for supplying the need of American botanists in 
this respect meets with general favor. Although not so specified in the 
reports of the club, and of its special committee yet it is evident that 
only flowering plants and vascular cryptogams were kept in view by the 
promoters of the plan. The number of collectors and students of fungi 
in the United States is large, and the advantages of securing systematic 
exchanges among them are quite as great, if not greater, than among 
collectors of higher plants. So far as we know, the matter has not been 
agitated; but, feeling the need of some such facilities ourselves, and 
thinking others might also, we took the initiative by securing the good 
offices of Commissioner Colman and Prof. Scribner, as stated in another 
part of this number. We hope the subject will be discussed by those 
who are interested, and plans developed for eventually putting the matter 
into successful operation. Whether it is best to have only one exchange 



